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How do non-Speaking Children with CP communicate ? 
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SMEs Interviews Summary
Se

m
i-s

tr
uc

tu
re

d 
In

te
rv

ie
w

s Adapt Therapy 
to Child’s

 Interests & Needs

Autonomy/Respect
 for Their Dignity

Be Patient as the
Child Processes

Information 

Talk to parents and therapists as well 
as personal interaction.
 

Stigma free Assistive Communication 
Devices can be used by all children 

Children with DDs may require more 
processing time.

https://blog.schoolspecialty.com/benefits-art-students-special-needs/



The Intervention Process

Model adapted from the 
Canadian Occupational 
Performance Process Model 
(CAOT, 2002).

However !

COVID19 is preventing 
effective onsite observation 
and evaluation.

However !

COVID19 is preventing 
effective onsite observation 
and evaluation.

1

2

3

45

6

7

8
Initial data 
collection

Identify and prioritize
 the concerns

Identify relevant 
theory

Assess body 
function and structure, 

activity and participation
Identify contextual factors; 
environmental and personal

Negotiate 
a management plan

Implement the plan

Evaluate the outcomes
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ENHANCED
COMMUNICATION

INCREASED PARTICIPATION

SELF-CONFIDENCE

PATIENCE FUNTRUST 
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Value Triad

PROGRESS SIGNIFICANTLY  CORRELATED WITH PARTICIPATION



Care Triad
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Accurate Observation and Assesments from 
Subject Matter Experts & Carers

Media ( Documentaries,
Literature Reviews etc. ) 

Prototype Testing and
Feedback

Revisions and Reassesment

Use of new manufacturing methods

INTERVENTIONS THERAPIST
“TO GUIDE / TO HELP”“TO GUIDE / TO HELP”

PARENTS
“TO PROTECT / TO CARE”“TO PROTECT / TO CARE”

CP (NON-VERBAL CHILD)
“TO SELF REALIZE”“TO SELF REALIZE”



Non-Speaking Children with Cerebral Palsy face isolation and stigma within greater 
society. The goal of this research is to find ways to enhance communication skills in 
these children with uniquely  appropriate assistive communication devices(ACD). 

-  The need for ACDs tailored to each child’s ability.
-  Intuitive to use, fun and engaging. 
-  Self-confidence increases participation and encourages communications

By creating objects that appear to be toys or games that have universal application, 
it is hoped that the child with CP would find these attractive and worthy of their 
curiosity. In addition, the child would feel more inclusive and less stigmatized 
because they see able bodied children using similar devices.
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www.pacificmedicallaw.ca

I communicate, therefore I am


